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FOR    THE    YEAR    ENDING    MAY    1ST,    1844 

BY    JOHN   G.    PALFREY, 

SECRETARY    OF    THE    COMMONWEALTH. 
December,    18  4  4:. 


]Joj:iton: 

DUTTON    AND    WENTWORTH,    STATE    PRINTERS 

1845. 


Commontotaltl)  of  M^^f^iitifxtntttn. 


Secretary's  Office:   December,  1844. 

7  o  the  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  Report  of  proceed- 
ings had  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  1844  (chapter  159)  "  relating 
to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths." 

Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  Act,  measures  were 
taken  to  procure  the  blank  books  for  registration  required  by 
the  seventh  section.  In  the  month  of  May  they  were  ready 
for  delivery,  and  were  forwarded  by  the  earliest  opportunities 
to  the  towns.  The  pages  of  the  Registers  were  ruled  in  col- 
umns so  as  to  receive  entries  of  the  various  particulars  required 
by  the  law.  They  are  of  good  paper,  and  in  durable  binding. 
They  are  of  four  different  sizes,  to  correspond  in  some  degree 
to  the  population  of  the  respective  towns.  The  books  furnished 
to  the  smallest  corporations  will  probably  not  be  filled  in  ten 
years  ;  the  others  will  need  to  be  sooner  renewed.  Three  Reg- 
isters were  furnished  to  the  city  of  Boston,  for  Births,  Mar- 
riages and  Deaths,  respectively.  The  whole  cost  of  the  vol- 
umes was  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  law  was  published  in  the  official  newspaper  immediate- 
ly upon  its  enactment.  On  the  15th  of  April,  I  addressed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  town  clerks,  communicating  a  copy  of  the 
law,  and  then  proceeding  as  follows  : 

"  This  act,  you  will  observe,  contains  the  provision  that  it 
shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.     You  will  accord- 
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ingly,  in  conformity  to  the  first  section,  make  your  next  return 
to  this  office  in  June,  instead  of  May,  as  heretofore. 

It  may  seem  to  you,  at  first  view,  that  there  is  a  discrepancy 
in  the  law  in  respect  to  the  hmit  of  the  registration  year.  The 
first  section  directs  the  clerks  to  transmit,  in  June,  a  record 
'  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  which  have  occurred  within 
their  respective  towns  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  said  mouthy'  while  the  second  section  directs  the  school 
committees  annually  to  make  returns  in  May,  of  '  all  the  births 
which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  said  May.''  The  latter  provision  is  so  express  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  what  was  intended  in  respect  to  births ;  and 
it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  the  reg- 
istration year  should  have  the  same  limits  for  marriages  and 
deaths  as  for  births.  Further :  the  law,  when  it  directs  the 
clerks  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Secretary  in  Jiine^  leaves 
them  at  liberty  to  make  it  in  the  first  days  of  that  month,  at 
which  time  the  latest  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  their 
possession  will  be  of  such  as  took  place  in  April.  Accordingly, 
your  annual  return  to  this  office  will  include  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  happening  in  the  '  year  next  preceding  the  first  day 
of  May: 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  your  returns  of  all  births, 
&c.,  since  its  joassage^  should  include  all  the  particulars  speci- 
fied in  the  blanks  which  I  this  day  transmit  to  you.  It  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  the  law  may  not  yet  have  become  known, 
through  the  customary  method  of  publication,  to  all  the  officers 
and  others  on  whom  it  imposes  obligations;  and  that  therefore 
your  returns,  for  the  whole  year  about  to  close,  will  prove  im- 
perfect in  respect  to  particulars  not  contemplated  in  the  former 
act.  You  will  be  pleased,  in  your  return  in  June  next,  to  make 
entries  in  the  blanks  as  full  as  your  materials  permit.  In  the 
next  year  a  much  closer  approximation  to  completeness  may  be 
looked  for. 

In  respect  to  births^  however,  of  which  the  census  is  required 
by  the  law  to  be  made  by  the  school  committee  in  the  month 
of  May,  it  may  be  expected  that  your  return  will  be  full.  To 
this  end  it  is  desirable  that  you  should,   without  delay,  confer 
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with  the  school  committee  of  your  town  on  the  subject,  that 
they  may  seasonably  decide  on  some  efficient  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 1  send  you  duplicate  blanks  for  returns  of  births,  one 
for  the  committee's  return  to  you,  the  other  for  your  return  to 
this  office. 

The  blanks  for  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths,  which  I 
transmit  at  the  same  time,  can  be  enlarged  by  you  according  to 

the  length  of  the  return. 

#  ^  ^  ^  ^^  ^  # 

I  respectfully  ask  your  careful  attention  and  aid  in  carrying 
out  the  designs  of  the  Legislature.  You  will  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  great  importance  of  immediate  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  town  clerks  in  calling  the  attention  of  those  from  whom 
they  are  to  receive  reports,  to  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  by 
the  law.*' 

Along  with  the  Registers,  the  following  circular  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Town  Clerks : 

'•Sir, — Herewith  you  will  receive  a  blank  book,  prepared  for 
the  record  required  by  the  Act  of  March  16th,  1844,  to  be 
made  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  by  the  town  clerk  of 

In  the  beginning  of  the  volume  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the 
Act.  The  blank  space  on  the  reverse  of  the  page  maybe  used 
for  entering  any  laws  hereafter  made  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

You  will  observe  that  you  are  to  enter  only  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  taking  place  in  your  oicn  town.  These  events  in 
families  of  your  citizens,  if  they  do  not  occur  within  your  town 
limits,  do  not  belong  to  your  record. 

The  ruled  columns  contain  spaces  for  a  few  classes  of  entries, 
which  you  are  not  required  by  law  to  make,  viz  :  one  for  the 
name  of  the  informant^  under  all  the  heads;  one  for  the  ylace 
of  interment^  under  the  head  of  deaths  :  and  spaces  for  the 
•place  of  hirth  of  the  parties,  and  the  occvpation  and  residence 
o/ ^/teirjtyare??^5,  under  that  of  marriages.  As  to  filling  these 
spaces,  and  soliciting  information  for  that  purpose,  the  clerks 
are  of  course  at  liberty  to  be  governed  by  their  own  judgment. 

The  blank  in  the  line  at  the  head  of  each  left  hand  page  of 
the   Register  will   receive  the  entry,  required  by  law,  of  the 
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place  in  which  births,  &c.,  occur,  iiut  in  the  pages  for  the  re- 
cord of  births,  tliere  is  also  a  column  headed  place  of  birlhs^  in 
whicli  some  clerks,  particularly  of  laigc  towns,  or  of  such  as 
contain  different  villages,  may  be  inclined  to  enter  ihc  jjarts  of 
the  town  in  which  the  births  respectively  took  place. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that,  in  the  entry  of  diseases  under  the 
head  of  deaths,  it  will  be  best  to  adopt  the  popular  names. 
These  are  thought,  on  the  whole,  to  afford  the  best  basis  for 
the  scientific  arrangement,  which  ought  to  be  made,  when  the 
returns  come  to  be  collected  into  tables. 

Each  successive  town  clerk  should  take  care  that  his  signa- 
ture, at  the  head  of  each  right  hand  page  of  the  Register, 
stands  over  no  other  entries  than  what  have  been  made  by 
himself 

Trusting  that  your  best  exertions  will  be  used  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  this  system, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,"  &c. 

Returns  of  Births  have  been  received  from  288  towns,  of 
Marriages  from  289  towns,  and  of  Deaths  from  281  towns. 
There  remain  20  towns  without  returns  of  births,  19  towns 
without  returns  of  marriages,  and  27  towns  without  returns  of 
deaths,  besides  the  two  districts  of  Boston  Corner  and  Marshpee. 

A  portion  of  the  returns  were  not  made  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law;  and  a  few  were  made  so  late  as  to  occasion 
much  extra  trouble  in  the  preparation  of  the  Tables. 

A  large  portion  of  the  returns  are  more  or  less  imperfect  in 
some  of  the  particulars  required  by  law.  A  great  part  of  this 
imperfection  is  fully  explained  by  the  fact  that,  when  the  law 
went  into  effect,  it  was  already  too  late  to  obtain,  for  this  regis- 
tration yea.r,  many  of  the  particulars  required  by  it.  For  the 
most  part  the  town  clerks  have  shown  a  commendable  inter- 
est in  the  object,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  taken  great 
pains  to  carry  the  law  fully  into  effect.  Also,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  school  committees  have  used  great  diligence  in 
their  department  to  collect  information  respecting  the  births. 

iSome  of  the  imperfections  are  noticed  in  the  marginal  notes 
to  the  Tables ;  and  in  a  few  instances  commendation  is  there 
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given.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  other  returns  do  not 
equally  deserve  favorable  notice.  These  memoranda  were 
made  from  time  to  time  when  a  return  was  under  the  eye  for 
a  different  purpose,  and  without  strict  comparison  of  one  with 
another. 

Among  the  imperfections  in  the  Returns,  the  town  clerks 
have  omitted  in  many  instances  the  number  of  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths.  Sometimes  the  number  is  put  down  1 
consecutively,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  number  is  erroneously 
added  up.  Also  they  have  often  omitted  to  note  the  time  "  when 
registered,"  as  required  by  law. 

Had  the  information  respecting  births  been  communicated 
to  the  town  clerks  in  the  month  oi  May,  and  of  marriages  and 
deaths  between  the  first  and  tenth  day  of  each  month  for  the 
preceding  month,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  has  been  done  since  the 
publication  of  the  law,  the  entries  on  the  town  record  could 
easily  have  been  made  in  chronological  order,  which  would 
have  been  of  service  hereafter  in  consulting  the  record,  and 
would  have  faciUtated  the  preparation  of  the  Tables. 

The  blank  forms  sent  to  the  town  clerks  required  the  re- 
turn of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  for  the  year  next  preced- 
ing May  1,  1844.  In  a  few  instances  the  town  clerks  chang- 
ed the  date  from  May  1,  to  June  1.  In  a  few  instances  the 
return  appears  to  include  some  cases  occurring  in  May  and 
June,  1844.  These  instances  are  presumed  to  be  clerical  errors. 
On  one  return  of  births  the  record  purports  to  commence  in 
January,  1843,  and  extends  to  March  31,  1844.  They  are  all 
included  on  the  presumption  of  a  clerical  error. 

Very  frequently  the  names  of  children  are  not  given. — 
Sometimes  the  sex  also  is  omitted,  and  can  only  be  inferred 
from  the  Christian  name.  Sometimes  the  sex  is  not  to  be  in- 
ferred from  any  entry  on  the  record,  and  we  have  been  obliged 
to  consider  these  instances  as  "not  stated."  Again,  when  the 
sex  is  omitted,  and  a  name  is  entered,  it  has  been  difficult 
in  some  instances  to  determine  the  sex,  the  names  having 
probably  undergone  changes  in  the  spelling  in  the  course  of 
time.  This  shows  the  importance  of  recording  both  the  name 
and  the  sex. 


The  date  of  the  birth  is  generally  stated,  the  omissions  being 
less  than  1  in  112. 

The  na7ne  and  surname  of  the  father  are  generally  men- 
tioned, while  frequently  those  of  the  mother  are  omitted. 
Sometimes  the  name  of  the  mother  only  is  entered.  In  two 
instances  neither  the  name  nor  the  surname  of  either  parent  is 
mentioned,  the  children  being  foundlings.  A  few  children  are 
entered  as  illegitimate.  The  occupation  of  the  father  is  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  stated,  being  omitted  in  1  case  out  of  17. 
The  occupations  are  very  various,  and  are  such  as  we  should 
expect  from  what  we  know  of  the  employments  of  the  people 
generally  in  the  difierent  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  residence  of  jmrents  is  often  omitted  in  the  column  de- 
signed for  that  entry  on  the  return,  and  is  presumed  to  have 
been  in  the  town  from  whence  the  return  is  made,  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

The  law  imposes  the  duty  of  collecting  the  information  re- 
specting births  upon  the  school  committees,  "annually  in 
the  month  of  May.'^  Some  town  clerks  have  suggested  that 
it  would  have  been  better  to  impose  this  duty  upon  the  Asses- 
sors, who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  every  house  in  May  or 
June,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  taxable 
property,  and  the  number  of  taxable  polls  in  each  town. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  have  been  so  many  delinquen- 
cies on  the  part  of  school  committees,  in  collecting  information 
respecting  births,  in  consequence  of  which  the  returns  are  im- 
perfect in  many  essential  particulars.  In  some  instances  the 
town  clerks  have  in  a  great  measure  supplied  these  deficien- 
cies by  their  personal  inquiries. 

The  returns  of  marriages  are  extremely  defective.  It  rnay 
be  well  to  present  a  view  of  this  part  of  the  case  in  some  ex- 
tracts  from  letters   of  town   clerks. 

The  town  clerk  of  Andover  says,  "  the  number  of  marri- 
ages in  the  town  of  Andover  during  the  year  next  preceding 
May  1,  1844,  was  to  me  unknown — nineteen  only  recorded  on 
the  tov/n  Records.  The  number  of  publishments  is  fifty  in  the 
same  time.     One  of  the  Pastors  of  the  (oldest)  Congregational 
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church  has  not  made  any  return  of  marriages  for  the  last  eight 
years,  as  appears  by  the  record.'^  Such  facts  as  I  knew  I  have 
added." 

The  town  clerk  oi  Erolng  says,  '-the  attention  of  the 
minister  of  this  place,  has  been  twice  called  to  this  subject  by 
the  town  clerk ;  but  he  still  neglects  to  make  any  return  of 
the  marriages." 

The  town  clerk  of  Fairhaven  says,  ''you  will  also  per- 
ceive that  there  are  but  eleven  marriages  returned,  and  one  of 
these  was  in  New  Bedford,  and  not  included  in  the  Tables. 
They  are  often  solemnized  by  persons  living  out  of  town,  who 
with  those  living  in  town,  have  been  very  negligent  about 
making  the  returns  required  by  law;  and  many  of  those  that 
are  made,  are  extremely  deficient  in  giving  the  required  infor- 
mation. There  must  have  been  about  thirty-eight  marriages 
solemnized  the  past  year." "I  have  issued  Blanks  and  In- 
structions to  most  of  those  persons  who  are  permitted  to  sol- 
emnize marriages,  and  also  to  those  having  the  care  of  burial 
grounds  in  this  town,  requiring  them  to  bring  in  an  account  of 
marriages  and  deaths  monthly ;  and  I  think  that  the  present 
law  will  in  a  good  degree  be  complied  with." 

The  town  clerk  of  Falmouth  says,  "  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  returns  of  marriages,  as  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to 
report  them,  have  not  performed  their  duty." 

Statements  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied,  showing  the 
negligence  of  those  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages^  in  fur- 
nishing the  means  of  a  record  to  the  town  clerk.  Consider- 
ing the  value  of  this  record,  and  of  having  it  accessible  to  those 
interested,  on  account  of  the  peace  of  individuals  and  of  fami- 
lies, and  also  on  account  of  litigated  claims  to  property,  it  is 
surprising  that  any  persons  capable  of  perceiving  how  much  the 
rights  and  the  happiness  of  their  fellow  men  may  suffer  from 
their  remissness,  should  be  so  grossly  negligent.  In  several 
cases  which  have  come  under  the  notice  of  this  office  during 
the  past  year,  the  most  serious  difiiculty  has  occurred  in  prov- 
ing a  title  to  a  valuable  pension    for  revolutionary  services,  for 

*  In  the  First  Registration  Report  for  the  year  1841-2,  it  was  stated  that  in  Andover, 
" one  clergyman  had  made  no  return  of  marriages  for  six  years." 
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want  of  evidence  of  the  marriage  of  the  widow  interested  in 
the  claim. 

Besides  the  neglect  to  make  any  returns  to  the  town  clerks 
by  those  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages,  there  are  other 
causes  to  produce  imperfections  in  the  returns  to  the  Secretary. 
In  some  places  llic  law  is  not  merely  not  complied  with,  but 
the  purposes  of  a  Registration  do  not  seem  to  have  been  by  any 
means  fully  appreciated. 

The  conditioiL  of  the  parties  is  omitted  in  nearly  half  of 
the  cases  in  the  returns.  Though  the  law  (sec,  1.)  is  explicit 
in  defining  wliat  constitutes  the  condition,  (whether  single 
or  widowed,^  tliere  have  been  mistakes  in  a  few  instances  as  to 
the  meaning  of  this  word  in  the  law,  as  if  it  referred  to  color, 
to  health,  to  property,  &c. ;  for  one  return  has  under  condi- 
tion, -'white;"  another,  "healthy,"  •' I  don't  know,"  "well," 
"sick;"  and  another,  "  good,"  "  comfortable,"  "  don't  know," 
"ordinary,"  "  not  good  :"  and  another,  "moderate,"  "weal- 
thy ;"  and  another  has  three  interrogation  points  thus  :  ?  ?  7  " 

Considering  that  the  law  requiring  the  ages  of  the  parties 
married,  went  into  operation,  March  16,  1844,  only  about  six 
weeks  before  the  close  of  the  year  embraced  by  the  returns,  it 
is  creditable  to  the  town  clerks  and  others,  that  the  returns 
show  the  ages  of  1,141  persons  married,  which  is  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  the  whole  number,  and  a  larger  proportion  than 
the  six  weeks  bear  to  the  year.  The  results  derived  from  the 
ages  of  the  parties  are  imperfect  of  course,  but  they  may  serve 
as  an  approximation  for  a  comparison  with  the  results  in  other 
countries. 

There  seems  to  be  a  delicacy  on  the  part  of  those  authorized 
to  solemnize  marriages,  as  to  obtaining  some  facts  required  by 
the  present  law,  especially  the  ages  of  the  parties.  Had  the 
law  required  the  parties,  to  inform  the  town  clerk  of  the  facts 
in  relation  to  marriage,  before  the  entry  for  publishment,  and 
made  it  his  duty  to  enter  these  facts  on  his  certificate  of  pub- 
lishment, they  would  perhaps  have  been  more  easily  and  more 
fully  obtained.  Then  the  clergyman  or  magistrate  might  have 
certified  the  marriage  of  the  parties  within  named,  together 
with  the  date  and  the  place.     The  certificate   thus   endorsed, 
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would    then  be  returned   to  the  town  clerk  to  be  recorded  by 
him  among  the  marriages,  by  the  minister  or  magistrate. 

The  returns  relating  to  the  occupation  of  the  parties,  though 
imperfect,  show  to  a  great  extent  the  various  kinds  of  employ- 
ment pursued  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

As  to  the  Date  of  Marriage^  a  most  important  item,  the 
omission  is  total  or  partial  in  113  instances,  or  in  about  one 
fortieth  part  of  the  whole  number. 

The  name^  residence  and  official  station  of  the  person  by 
whom  the  parties  were  married,  are  generally  stated,  but  the 
returns  are  imperfect  in  relation  to  the  place  of  residence  of 
the  parties  at  the  time  of  marriage,  and  also  in  relation  to 
the  name  and  surname  of  the  parents. 

In  many  instances  the  marriages  are  not  numbered  at  all; 
in  several  instances  the)^  are  numbered  wrong,  so  that  it  was 
necessary  to  count  the  number  or  verify  it  in  other  ways,  even 
when  they  had  their  number  in  the  proper  column,  and  when 
their  number  was  on  the  first  line  of  the  return.  Sometimes 
they  were  numbered  simply  1,  instead  of  being  numbered  in 
numerical  order,  as  was  obviously  the  design  of  the  statute. 
Sometimes  the  number  on  the  first  line  of  the  return  is  put 
down  in  figures,  instead  of  being  written  out  at  length  in  let- 
ters as  it  should  be. 

Almost  without  exception,  there  has  been  manifested  a  dis- 
position and  an  earnest  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  town  clerks, 
to  conform  to  the  requisitions  of  that  part  of  the  law,  which 
respects  marriages,  and  special  pains  seem  to  have  been  taken 
by  many  of  them,  to  furnish  the  particulars  required.  In 
many  towns,  from  which  the  returns  are  now  imperfect,  assu- 
rances are  given  that  means  are  in  a  train  for  furnishing  a 
much  more  perfect  return  of  marriages  for  the  current  year. 

Generally  speaking  there  seems  to  be  in  the  towns,  a  strong 
desire  for  a  good  system  of  registration  of  marriages,  and  a 
disposition  to  aid  in  establishing  such  a  system  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

One  cause  of  the  imperfection  of  the  present  returns,  is  the 
practice  in  some  of  the  border  towns,  of  going  into  the  adjoin- 
ing states  to  be  married,  without  being  published  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 
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The  law  requires  (Sect.  1.)  the  towns  clerks  to  number  the 
deaths^  and  record  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received, 
tof^ether  with  the  facts  relating  to  them,  and  to  note  the  time 
when  the  record  is  made.  There  are  many  imperfections  on 
the  returns  in  these  particulars. 

By  the  fourth  section  it  is  required  that  each  sexton,  or  other 
person  having  charge  of  any  burial  ground  in  this  Common- 
wealth, shall,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  make 
returns  of  all  the  facts  required  by  the  first  section,  connected 
with  the  death  of  any  person  whose  burial  he  may  have  su- 
perintended during  the  month  next  preceding,  to  the  clerk  of 
the  town  or  city  in  which  such  deceased  person  resided  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

These  facts  have  been  very  imperfectly  reported  to  the  town 
clerks,  as  appears  from  the  returns  and  from  letters  received 
from  the  town  clerks.  In  many  instances  it  is  even  left  very 
much  to  conjecture  what  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  during 
the  year. 

The  town  clerk  of  Hopkinton  says,  "the  probable  number 
of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  this  town  during  the  past 
year,  is  some  four  times  the  number  returned.  And  I  would 
suggest  that  the  returns  must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  until 
some  means  are  devised  to  compel  by  penalty,  or  induce  by 
an  adequate  compensation,  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  return  to 
town  clerks.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  duty  of  sextons.'' 
The  town  clerk  of  Royalston  says,  "I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  necessary  information  in  regard  to  persons  deceased, 
so  as  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  filling  up  the 
columns,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  not  heretofore 
paid  any  attention  in  having  births  and  deaths  recorded ;  and 
in  order  to  make  out  this  return,  I  have  made  such  inquiries  as 
to  enable  me  to  get  at  the  number  of  deaths,  and  to  state  in  the 
separate  columns  in  regard  to  such  as  I  am  acquainted  with ; 
as  to  place  of  birth,  parents,  &c.  &c.  #  #  =^  Hereafter  I 
think  there  will  be  more  attention  paid  to  the  law  in  regard  to 
registration,  as  soon  as  the  officers  and  others  on  Avhom  it  im- 
poses the  duties  of  making  the  returns  to  the  clerks,  become 
acquainted  with  what  is  required  of  them  ;  and  the  law  shall 
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have  my  aid  and  attention  in  carrying  out  its  designs."  The 
town  clerk  of  Sutto7i  says,  "  I  think  this  not  to  contain  all  the 
deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town  of  Sutton,  for  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1844,  as  I  have  taken  most  of  them  from  the 
newspapers.  There  are  eighteen  burial  grounds  in  the  town 
of  Sutton;  and  no  overseer  to  either  of  them  except  to  the 
private  burial  grounds.*'  The  town  clerk  of  Upton  says,  "  This 
blank  is  filled  up  from  a  memorandum  blank  kept  by  a  person 
for  his  curiosity,  to  know  how  many  deaths  there  were  in 
town  :  there  has  not  been  a  death  given  to  me  to  record  for  the 
last  year :  on  that  account  I  have  no  official  documents  to  make 
out  the  return."  The  town  clerk  of  Shelhiirne  says,  ''the  re- 
turn is  believed  to  be  perfectly  accurate  as  to  the  number  of 
deaths  and  ages,  and  also  the  date  of  death.  The  return  for 
the  date  of  registration,  I  have  left  blank,  as  I  was  at  the 
trouble  of  gaining  the  information  and  particulars  required  by 
the  blank,  by  visiting  the  families  personally, — and  they  were 
registered  when  the  blank  was  filled  out."  The  town  clerk  of 
Florida  says,  "  there  have  been  three  deaths  in  the  town  with- 
in the  time  above  specified ;  but  as  there  is  no  record  of  them, 
I  am  unable  to  fill  the  blank." 

The  town  clerk  of  Raynham  says,  "my  return  of  deaths  is 
imperfect,  although  correct,  I  believe,  as  far  as  it  goes.  AVe 
have  many  places  for  burial,  mostly  private  property,  no  super- 
intendent of  burial  grounds  or  sexton,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give 
notice  of  deaths,  or  of  whom  information  can  be  obtained,  and 
nobody  thinks  of  returning  a  death  to  the  clerk  of  the  town. 
I  however,  generally  get  information  of  the  death,  of  the  age 
(in  years)  and  by  taking  the  trouble,  of  the  disease  or  cause 
of  death ;  and  I  hope  hereafter,  as  the  record  of  births  grows 
more  full,  to  give  the  ages  more  exactly."  The  town  clerk  of 
Wareham  says,  "  The  whole  number  of  deaths  that  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1844,  is  fifty- 
eight.  I,  however,  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information  so 
as  to  record  but  thirty-two."  The  town  clerk  of  Eastliam 
says,  "The  within  blank  is  filled  according  to  the  best  infor- 
mation that  I  could  conveniently  obtain,  for  there  has  not  been 
a  death  returned  within  the  last  year;  but  it  is  not  as  full  as  I 
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should  wish,  but  I  cannot  avoid  it  the  present  year."  The 
town  clerk  of  Wellfleet  says,  "  one  of  the  sextons  has  made  a 
full  and  correct  report  for  the  year,  and  one  rather  an  imperfect 
one — probably  not  Ihrcefourlhs  of  what  came  within  his  lim- 
its. The  other  and  last  has  made  no  report  at  all,  notwith- 
standing I  have  requested  him  so  to  do;  probably  the  above 
hst  of  [24J  names  are  not  more  than  three-fourths  that  have 
died  during  the  year  preceding  the  last  day  of  April  last," 

The  above  extracts  show  the  neglect  which  has  prevailed  on 
the  part  of  sextons,  in  many  of  the  towns,  in  reporting  to  the 
town  clerks  the  facts  required  by  the  law,  in  relation  to  deaths. 
They  show  also  the  personal  exertions  of  town  clerks  in  some 
instances  to  procure  information.  There  are  instances  in  which 
more  attention  has  been  given  to  registration,  and  a  more  suc- 
cessful result  attained.  The  town  clerk  of  Oxford  says,  "I 
herewith  return  to  your  office  thirty-two  deaths  that  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  for  the  year  prior  to  May  1,  1844."'  "  The 
deaths  and  marriages  were  returned  promptly.  The  town  clerk 
oi  Plympton^  long  well  known  for  exactness  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  says,  "In  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1S44,  -there  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton. 
From  statistical  tables  kept  in  the  records  of  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton, it  appears  that  during  thirty  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1841, 
the  yearly  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton  during  said  thirty 
years,  was  14|.  Also  that  the  ages  of  all  the  deceased  persons 
averaged  40  years,  10  months,  25  }f  days."  The  town  clerk  of 
Falmouth  says,  '•  the  above  list  [of  33  deaths]  is  complete  and 
correct.  It  is  believed  every  death  in  the  town  has  been  re- 
corded." 

Two  objects  seem  to  be  contemplated  by  the  registration 
law.  One  of  these  is  to  obtain  a  record  of  the  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths,  with  certain  facts  connected  with  them,  in  every 
town  and  city :  and  to  have  certified  copies  of  this  record  em- 
bracing the  year  next  preceding  May  1,  to  be  annually  sent  to 
the  secretary's  office  ;  the  record  and  the  copy  to  be  accessible 
to  those  who  may  have  occasion  to  consult  them.  This  object 
has  reference  chiefly  to  individuals. 

The  other  object  is  to  have  the  facts  contained  in  these  re- 
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cords,  embodied  in  such  a  form  as  shall  show  the  general  re- 
sults to  be  deduced  from  the  aggregate  of  these  important  facts 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  This  object  has  regard  to 
those  who  would  take  a  general  view  of  this  important  branch 
of  the  statistics  of  a  civilized  community. 

The  law  has  assigned  to  town  clerks  and  others  respectively 
within  small  limits,  the  duty  of  furnishing  the  materials,  and 
returning  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  and  requires  that 
the  Secretary  shall  receive  the  returns,  and  prepare  therefrom 
such  tabular  results  as  will  render  them  of  public  utility,  to  be 
reported  to  the  Legislature.  It  is  left  to  his  discretion  to  deter- 
mine the  form  best  adapted  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  law. 

In  arranging  Tables  for  the  annual  report,  those  classes 
of  facts  have  been  selected  which  would  seem  to  be  most 
interesting,  and  which  could  be  most  satisfactorily  exhibited 
in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  returns.  It  was  thought 
better  to  have  a  few  facts  correctly  presented  in  the  tables 
than  to  attempt  a  more  extensive  plan  which  must  have  been 
executed  more  imperfectly.  The  particularity  in  the  results 
is  not  so  great  as  is  desirable  in  several  points  of  view,  but 
is  believed  to  be  as  great  as,  on  the  whole,  can  be  attempted  to 
advantage  in  the  present  state  of  the  registration  system  in 
Massachusetts.  The  returns  must  be  much  more  full,  before 
they  will  afford  a  sufficient  basis  for  comparison  with  the  re- 
sults in  older  countries,  where  a  system  of  registration  has  for  a 
long  time  been  carried  out  to  a  great  degree  of  minuteness  and 
exactness. 

In  preparing  the  tables,  the  law  has  been  strictly  observed  by 
including  in  them  only  those  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
which  occurred  iviihin  the  respective  towns  and  cities,  reject- 
ing those  which  occurred  in  other  towns.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  they  were  not  found  in  those  towns  where  the  re- 
cord of  another  town  represented  them  to  have  occurred  ;  in  such 
cases  they  were  not  included  in  the  tables.  The  number  would 
have  been  considerably  larger,  had  all  been  included  which  are 
exhibited  in  the  returns.  One  exception,  or  seeming  excep- 
tion was  made  to  this  rule,  namely,  of  persons  dying  *'at  sea,'* 
and. where  there  was  presumed  to  be  no  municipal  record  of 
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Deaths  and  Burials.  By  following  this  rule,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  number  from  without  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth, 
subject  to  registration  here,  would  not  differ  widely  from  that 
of  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  would  be  subjects  of 
registration  elsewhere. 

The  population  of  each  town,  according  to  the  United  States 
census  of  1840,  has  been  inserted  in  the  tables,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  reader,  at  one  view,  to  compare  the  number  of 
Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  with  the  last  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  see  the  comparative  fullness  of  the  re- 
turns of  the  several  towns.  In  some  of  the  towns  there  has 
been  a  great  increase  of  the  population  since  1840.  while  a  ma- 
jority of  them  have  probably  remained  nearly  stationary. 

The  greater  fulnessof  the  returns  required  by  the  law  of  last 
winter,  has  occasioned  a  modification  of  the  form  of  the  Tables 
which  were  appended  to  the  first  and  second  Reports.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  reader  will  be  able  easily  to  compare 
the  results  of  the  third  with  either  of  the  previous  years. 

Table  I  relates  to  Births^  and  is  divided  into  four  parts.  In 
the  first  part,  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  the 
towns  are  arranged  in  three  classes ;  1st,  those  whose  returns 
were  considered  sufficiently  fair  to  be  embodied  in  the  recapit- 
ulation by  counties,  in  the  second  part ;  2d,  those  which  have 
made  returns  obviously  imperfect,  embodied  with  the  preceding 
in  the  third  part ;    3d,  those  which  have  made  no  returns. 

The  first  part  of  table  I  (pp.  1 — 18)  exhibits  against  the 
name  of  each  town  its  population  in  1840,  (which  it  was  thought 
best  to  insert  in  this  table,  as  also  in  tables  II  and  III,  so  as  to 
enable  the  reader  to  compare,  at  one  view,  the  number  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  with  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  that 
time)  ;  the  number  of  births  or  midwifery  cases  in  which  a  living 
child  was  born  ;  the  number  of  living  children  with  the  sex  of 
each;  the  plurality  cases,  or  births  in  which  more  than  one  child 
was  born  (of  which  at  least  one  was  born  alivre)  ;  the  still-born  ; 
the  number  of  children  in  each  month  ;  and  finally  the  number 
of  fathers  whose  occupation  is  stated,  and  not  stated.  This 
latter  entry  is  made  to  show  the  fulness  of  the  returns  in  this 
particular. 
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The  second  part  (p.  19)  contains  a  recapitulation  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  towns  of  the  first  class,  whose  returns  are 
fair.  In  these  towns,  containing  a  population  of  537,319  in  1840, 
there  were  14,439  births,  or  1  to  37.28,  which  is  probably  not 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  true  number.  It  is  much  less 
than  the  proportion  in  many  of  the  towns  ;  for  example,  Chel- 
sea, Boxford,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Milford,  North  Brookfiield, 
Leyden,  Rowe,  Florida,  Hinsdale,  West  Stockbridge,  Q.uincy, 
Halifax,  &c.  The  average  proportion  of  births  to  population 
in  England,  for  the  four  years  from  1837  to  1841,  was  1  to  32. 
In  the  Prussian  states,  it  is  calculated  that  in  the  fifteen  years 
from  1820  to  1834,  there  was  one  child  born  to  about  25  per- 
sons living.  We  may  presume  that  there  is  annually  on  an 
average  in  Massachusetts,  1  child  born  to  about  25  persons, 
according  to  the  census  of  1840  ;  on  this  supposition  the  num- 
ber would  have  been  21,675  in  these  263  towns,  instead  of 
14,563,  which  is  only  two-thirds  as  many. 

The  third  part  (p.  20),  in  addition  to  those  in  the  second 
part,  contains  returns  of  25  towns  of  the  second  class,  and  em- 
braces two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  towns,  with  a  population 
of  593,876  in  1840.  The  remaining  22  towns,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  143,824,  made  no  returns.  The  whole  number  of  births 
was  14,633,  producing  14,757  children,  or  1  birth  in  40.45  in 
these  towns. 

The  whole  number  of  living  children  born  in  the  288  towns, 
was  14,757,  of  whom  7,399  were  males,  7042  females,  and  316 
whose  sex  is  not  stated.  The  proportion  of  the  females  to  the 
males  was  as  100  to  105.07,  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  how 
closely  this  result,  from  returns  which  are  imperfect,  agrees 
with  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  other  countries. 

In  the  Prussian  states,  during  the  15  years  from  1820  to  1834, 
there  were  born  7,593,017,  of  whom  3,906,544  were  males,  and 
3,686,473  were  females,  or  in  the  proportion  of  100  females  to 
105.97  males.  During  this  period,  the  excess  of  males  was 
never  below  5^  per  cent.,  and  was  only  once  above  63  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

The  number  of  still-born  is  only  27  on  the  returns  of  births. 
Besides  these,  there  are  a  few  mentioned  in  the  returns  of  deaths. 
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The  proper  place  of  entering  them  is  in  the  registry  of  births. 
They  constitute  an  interesting  part  of  the  natural  history  of 
man,  modified  indeed  by  local  circumstances,  but  do  not  form 
an  element  in  the  calculations  relating  to  the  value  of  life  at 
any  period.  The  above  number  of  still-born  is  obviously  far 
short  of  the  true  number.  The  number  of  still-born  in  the  city 
of  Boston  was  on  an  average  more  than  1  in  15  deaths,  accord- 
ing to  the  bills  of  Mortality,  from  1814  to  1843.  Out  of  43,034 
deaths,  including  the  still-born,  2,841  were  registered  as  still- 
born. 

The  fourth  part  of  table  I  (pp.  21,  22)  relates  to  the  Plu- 
rality cases,  and  shows,  arranged  according  to  counties,  the  num- 
ber of  births;  the  number  of  plurality  cases,  with  the  number 
of  children  born,  their  sex,  and  the  still-born;  the  proportion 
of  these  cases  to  the  whole  number  of  births ;  the  months  in 
which  they  occurred ;  and  the  occupation  of  the  father.  It  ap- 
pears that  besides  three  still-born  cases,  not  included  in  the  table, 
there  were  121  of  these  cases^  or  1  in  121,  varying  materially  in 
the  proportion  in  the  different  counties.  Of  these  121  cases,  118 
were  twin  cases,  producing  234  children,  2  were  triplet  cases, 
producing  6  children,  and  one  was  a  case  of  four  childreUj  giving 
a  total  of  244  living  children,  besides  two  still-born.  Of  these 
244  living  children,  124  were  males,  and  120  females,  or  in  the 
proportion  of  100  females  to  lOSg  males,  showing  the  proportion 
of  females  a  little  larger  than  in  that  of  all  the  births  re- 
turned. 

The  proportion  of  plurality  cases  to  the  whole  number,  1  in 
121  in  the  returns  from  the  288  towns,  is  considerably  less  than 
is  found  to  prevail  in  other  countries,  and  is  less  than  is  believ- 
ed to  prevail  in  this  country.  This  proportion  perhaps  would 
have  been  increased,  had  the  returns  been  complete.  One  physi- 
cian in  this  country  has  attended  1600  cases,  of  which  1  in  90 
was  a  plurality  case.  Dr.  Collins  in  his  Practical  Treatise  on 
Midwifery,  p.  186,  says,  that  in  France  the  proportion  is  one  in 
every  95  births  ;  in  Germany,  one  in  SO;  in  England,  one  in 
92:  in  Scotland,  one  in  95;  but  in  Ireland,  the  proportion  is 
one  in  every  62.  Of  129,172  women  delivered  in  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  of  Dublin,  2062  gave  birth  to  twins. 
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In  cases  of  children  designated  as  posthumous,  in  the  marginal 
notes,  the  mothers  were  widows. 

Table  II  relates  to  Marriages^  and  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  In  the ^?'5^  part  (pp.  23 — 39,)  the  towns  are  divided  into 
those  which  have  made  returns  recapitulated  in  the  second  part 
(p.  40)  by  counties,  and  those  which  have  made  no  returns ; 
and  the  tables  exhibit,  by  counties,  the  census  of  1840;  the 
number  of  marriages;  the  condition  of  the  parties;  the  number 
of  the  parties  whose  age  and  condition  is  stated ;  their  aggre- 
gate ages ;   and  the  months  in  which  the  marriages  occurred. 

The  289  towns,  from  which  returns  of  Marriages  have  been 
received,  contained  a  population  of  600,680  in  1840.  The 
number  of  marriages  was  4304,  or  1  in  138  persons.  This 
number  is  undoubtedly  below  the  truth.  In  England,  tho, 
average  number  per  annum  in  the  three  years  from  1838  to  1841, 
was  1  in  127  inhabitants,  and  in  the  metropolis,  one  in  101. 

The  third  part  (p.  41)  shows  the  proportion  of  marriages  to 
the  population,  and  the  number  according  to  "condition,"  with 
the  average  age  of  the  parties,  for  each  county,  and  for  the  State. 
The  average  age  deduced  from  15,579  marriages,  registered  in 
England  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30,  1840  and  '41,  was 
of  bachelors,  nearly  25.45  ;  of  maids,  24.30 ;  of  widowers, 
40.80 ;  of  widows,  38.95  ;  of  the  men,  27.45 ;  and  of  the  wo- 
men, 25.46  years.  . 

Table  III,  relating  to  Deaths^  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  (pp.  42 — 59,)  shows  by  counties  the  towns  with  their 
census  in  1840  (those  which  have  made  returns  being  distin- 
guislied  from  those  which  have  made  none)  ;  the  number  of 
deaths,  with  the  sex  of  the  deceased  ;  the  number  and  sex  of 
those  that  died  in  each  month  ;  the  number  whose  age  is  re- 
corded ;  and  the  aggregate  ages  and  average  age  in  each  town. 

The  second  part  (pp.  60,  61)  recapitulates  by  counties 
the  281  towns  which  liave  made  returns.  The  whole  num- 
ber, which,  excluding  the  still-born,  is  8338,  is  doubtless 
too  small  for  the  aggregate  population  of  578,653,  being  only 
about  1  in  70,  when  probably  it  really  is  1  in  65.  The  propor- 
tion in  England  in  the  three  years  from  1838  to  1841,  was  1  in  45 
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of  the  population.  Of  8338,  3712  were  males,  and  4173  females, 
besides  453  whose  sex  is  not  stated.  The  females  exceeded  the 
males  by  401  in  the  general  aggregate,  and  did  so  in  every 
county  except  Nantucket, — Hampshire,  where  the  difference  is 
only  2, — and  Sufiblk,  embracing  only  one  town,  Chelsea,  in 
which  the  number  of  males  is  double  that  of  the  females,  owing 
to  the  death  of  34  males  in  the  Marine  Hospital.  After  de- 
ducting these  34  from  the  whole  number  of  males,  there  would 
remain  only  26  males  to  27  females,  and  one  not  stated. 

Of  the  8338,  the  ages  of  7723  are  on  the  returns,  whose  ag- 
gregate is  260,622  years,  7  months,  and  20  days,  averaging  33 
years,  8  months,  and  28^5^,^  days.  The  average  age  in  the  sev- 
eral counties,  as  well  as  in  the  several  towns,  is  various.  This 
result  as  to  the  average  is  not  to  be  taken  too  strictly,  but  only 
as  an  approximation,  or  to  be  regarded  as  accidental,  and  not 
necessarily  indicating  a  healthy  or  unhealthy  section  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  average  age  deduced  from  the  registered 
Deaths  in  England  for  four  years  ending  June,  1841,  was  28.93 
years.     In  the  Prussian  States  it  was  28.86. 

It  may  be  observed  in  regard  to  Suffolk  County  (embrac- 
ing only  the  return  from  Chelsea),  in  which  the  average  age 
was  the  least  of  any  of  the  counties,  that  of  the  85  whose  age 
is  specified,  34  were  seamen,  whose  aggregate  age  was  1097, 
and  average  age  32  years  and  3  months.  The  number  under 
20  years  was  38,  whose  average  age  was  between  3  and  4 
years ;  and  of  the  47  whose  age  was  20  years  and  upwards, 
the  average  age  was  over  35  years. 

The  returns  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  September  were  the  most  fatal  to  human  life,  and  that 
April,  May,  June  and  July  were  the  most  favorable. 

Table  IV  exhibits  in  the^r^^  part  (pp.  62 — 75)  the  approxi- 
mate ages^  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  either  sex,  in  each 
month,  by  counties,  and  in  the  second  part  (p.  76)  a  recapitulation 
of  the  same  for  the  whole  State.  This  table  corresponds  to  table 
III  in  the  First,  and  table  IV  in  the  Second  Annual  Report. 

*  That  is,  the  ages  as  arranged,  in  the  columns,  between  1  and  2  years,  be- 
tween 2  and  5,  &c. 
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The  third  part  (p.  77)  shows  the  near  agreement  between 
the  approximate  ages  in  the  several  counties,^  and  the  ages 
stated  in  the  returns. 

The  fourth  part  (p.  78)  shows  the  proportion  of  deaths,  in- 
cluding the  still-born,  in  the  different  periods  of  life,  according  to 
the  returns  in  1842,  1843,  and  1844;  and  the  ffth  part  (p.  79) 
the  proportion  of  the  aggregate  deaths  in  these  three  years,  as 
compared  with  the  deaths  in  England,  in  four  years,  ending  June 
30, 1838  to  1841,  and  in  the  Prussian  states  in  fifteen  years,  from 
1820  to  1834  inclusive.  From  the  comparison  it  appears  that 
the  returns  in  Massachusetts  show  the  proportion  of  deaths  un- 
der 10  years  to  have  been  less  than  in  England  or  in  the  Prus- 
sian states  ;  that  from  10  and  under  40  years,  26.24  per  cent, 
died  in  Massachusetts,  20.57  per  cent,  in  England,  and  14.89 
per  cent,  in  the  Prussian  states,  so  that  the  proportion  in  the  three 
countries,  was  nearly  equal,  of  those  who  died  under  40  years  ; 
that,  of  those  who  died  at  the  age  of  40  and  under  50  years,  the 
proportion  was  nearly  the  same  in  the  three  countries ;  that 
from  50  and  under  70,  the  proportion  was  less,  and  from  70  and 
under  80,  it  was  greater  in  Massachusetts ;  that  from  80  and  un- 
der 90,  it  was  greater  here  than  in  England,  and  nearly  double 
that  in  the  Prussian  states ;  and  from  90  and  upwards,  also 
much  greater  in  Massachusetts  than  in  either  of  those  coun- 
tries. 

Table  V,  relating  to  the  occupations  of  the  deceased,  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts. 

The  first  part  (pp.  80 — 91)  corresponding  with  table  II.  in 
the  First,  and  with  table  111.  in  the  Second  Annual  Report,  ex- 

*  The  approximate  agfp'egate  in  Table  IV,  part  3,  is  obtained  by  multiplying 
the  number  in  each  column  by  the  mean  of  the  ages,  and  adding  the  products  to- 
gether ;  thus  12()4  by  t,  551  by  1^,  566  by  3^,  &c,  ;  and  the  approximate  aver- 
age is  the  quotient  obtained  by  dividing  this  aggregate  by  the  whole  number. 
The  Return  Jiggregate  is  the  aggregate  of  the  ages  as  they  appear  on  the  re- 
turns ;  and  the  average  of  years  following,  is  the  number  obtained  by  dividing 
this  aggregate  by  the  whole  number  of  the  deceased  whose  ages  have  been 
counted. 
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hibits  in  separate  columns  for  the  several  counties,  1,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  deceased,  whose  ages  are  stated,  belonging  re- 
spectively to  various  occupations  ;  and  2,  the  aggregate  age  (ex- 
pressed in  years,  months,  and  days,)  of  the  whole  number  of  each 
occupation  deceased  in  each  county.  The  occupations  are  ar- 
ranged in  eight  general  classes,  all  consisting  of  males  (with  the 
exception  of  a  few  teachers,  domestics,  operatives,  and  paupers,) 
and  a  ninth  class  consisting  of  females.  The  first  class  consists  of 
those  usually  known  as  professional  men  and  scholars:  the  sec- 
ond, of  capitalists  and  merchants,  or  of  persons  either  living  on  the 
income  of  their  property,  or  employed  in  some  branch  of  com- 
merce ;  the  third,  of  cultivators  of  the  earth,  whether  as  owners 
or  not ;  the  fourth,  of  clerks  and  other  persons  (not  belonging 
to  the  professions)  living  on  salaries,  or  the  avails  of  commis- 
sions ;  the  fifth,  of  artisans  and  mechanics ;  the  sixth,  of  per- 
sons performing  domestic  service  and  other  manual  labor,  not 
included  in  either  of  the  former  classes,  nor  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding ;  the  seventh,  of  mariners,  and  persons  employed  on 
ship  board;  the  eighth,  of  paupers,  and  other  persons  requiring 
guardianship.  The  ninth  class  specifies  a  few  female  occupa- 
tions. At  the  close  of  this  part  (at  the  top  of  pages  80—91) 
are  exhibited  in  separate  columns,  1,  the  whole  number  be- 
longing to  such  occupation,  deceased  in  the  State  during  the 
past  year  ;  2,  their  aggregate  ages  ;  and  3,  their  average  ages 
respectively. 

The  second  part  of  table  V  (pp.  92,  93)  is  a  recapitulation  of 
the  first,  exhibiting  a  summary  statement  of  the  several  facts,  ar- 
ranged under  the  heads  of  the  nine  general  classes  of  occupa- 
tions. 

The  third  part  (pp.  94—96)  exhibits,  (1)  the  approximate 
ages  of  persons  deceased,  belonging  to  the  different  occupations  ; 
(2)  a  recapitulation  of  the  same  facts  arranged  under  the  nine 
general  classes  of  occupations  ;  (3)  a  comparison  of  the  approx- 
imate aggregate  and  average  ages  of  persons  deceased  in  the 
several  counties,  whose  occupation  has  been  returned,  with  their 
aggregate  and  average  ages  as  deduced  from  the  returns. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  approximate  aggregate  of  1695 
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ages,  among  the  occupations  specified  in  the  returns,  is  1065J 
years  more  than  the  actual  aggregate  exhibited  in  the  returns 
themselves,  making  a  difference  in  the  average  of  life  in  these 
occupations  (54.16 — 53.54)  of  sixty-two  hundredths  of  a  year, 
or  7  months  and  14fj^  days.  Had  the  table  been  constructed 
by  putting  in  the  first  column  those  of  20  years  and  under ^  and 
in  the  second,  those  over  20  and  not  exceeding  30  years^  <fcc., 
the  approximate  aggregate  would  have  been  reduced  1510 
years,  from  91.815  to  90,305,  thus  making  the  difierence  only 
twenty-six  hundredths  of  a  year,  or  3  months  and  GJg  days  less 
than  the  actual  average  of  individual  life  according  to  the  re- 
turns themselves. 

The  approximate  aggregate  ages  of  1639  persons  in  1842, 
were  88,805  years,  averaging  54.12  years  ;  in  1843,  the  aggre- 
gate of  1781  ages  was  99,045  years,  and  the  average  55.61 
years;  in  1844,  the  aggregate  of  1695  ages  was  91,815  years, 
and  the  average  54.168  years.  The  approximate  aggregate 
for  the  three  years  was  279,665  years,  averaging  54.67  years 
among  5115  occupations. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  under  most  of  the  occupa- 
tions is  small,  and  not  sufficient  to  furnish  an  average  age 
which  can  be  considered  as  an  approximation  to  the  truth,  but 
if  a  similar  registration  should  be  pursued  for  a  series  of  years, 
the  accumulation  will  afford  valuable  data  for  this  calcula- 
tion. 

Already  a  sufficient  number  have  been  registered,  of  a  few 
of  the  occupations,  for  establishing  a  very  near  approximation 
to  the  actual  average  age ;  an  example  is  in  the  class  of  far- 
mers or  yeomen,  including  gardeners,  of  whom  the  number 
whose  age  is  stated  in  the  three  years  is  1995,  whose  approxi- 
mate average  age  was  65.47  years. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  occupations  of  the  deceased 
in  some  of  the  towns,  as  Lowell,  Cambridge,  Medford  and 
Waltham,  have  been  almost  wholly  omitted ;  as  one  great 
purpose  of  a  Registration  system  is  to  determine  the  value  of 
life  in  the  different  occupations,  and  from  no  source  can  more 
useful  facts  for  this  purpose  be  furnished  than  from  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  towns. 

D 
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Table  VI.  exhibits  the  nosological  facts  deduced  from  the 
returns,  and  is  divided  into  three  parts. 

In  the  first  part,  (pp.  98—100)  in  a  series  of  columns,  one 
for  each  county,  arc  arranged  the  deaths  that  have  taken  place 
during  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  heads  of  the  re- 
spective diseases,  these  being  disposed  under  seven  general 
classes.  The  second  part  (p.  101)  is  a  recapitulation  of  the 
first,  presenting  a  summary  view  of  the  facts  in  the  several 
counties  and  in  the  whole  Commonwealth,  under  the  heads  of 
the  seven  great  classes  of  disease  respectively.  The  third  part 
(pp.  102—110)  shows  the  period  of  the  year,  and  of  life,  at 
which   the  various  diseases  proved  fatal  in  the  cases  returned. 

The  descriptions  of  fatal  diseases  in  the  returns,  continue  to 
be  far  less  definite  than  is  to  be  desired. 

Co?isiimption  is  the  grand  receptacle  for  all  lingering  dis- 
eases, of  whatever  nature,  which  prove  fatal.  Fever  is  an- 
other convenient  term  to  apply  to  diseases  of  an  ambiguous  or 
undetermined  character.  Dropsy  is  applied  to  effusions  of 
water,  whether  arising  from  pleurisy,  peritonitis,  tumors,  dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  or  any  other  of  its  numerous  causes.  Liver 
complamts  of  all  kinds  and  jaundice  seem  to  be  convertible 
terms ;  not  to  mention  such  as  are  entered  under  stoppage, 
sudden,  infantile,  old  age,  and  not  stated.  This  inexact  and 
ambiguous  designation  of  the  causes  of  death,  where  only  a 
symptom  or  effect  of  a  disease  is  mentioned,  instead  of  its  true 
seat  and  nature,  impairs  the  value  of  our  tables,  as  it  will  that 
of  tables  made  under  any  law,  in  any  country.  About  some 
classes  of  disease,  however,  there  can  be  no  important  mistake, 
and  the  tables  respecting  them  are  good  as  far  as  they  go. 
Such  are  most  of  the  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases,  cancer, 
casualties,  croup,  &c. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  facts  obtained  from  a  combi- 
nation of  the  nosological  tables,  prepared  for  this  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 
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Total  number  of  Deaths  reported  1842-4. 
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Hence  it  appears  that  the  greatest  mortality  has  occurred  in 
September  (3051),  and  tiie  least  in  Jmie  (2021);  that  the 
three  successive  months  in  which  the  mortality  was  greatest, 
were  August,  September  and  October  (S491),  and  that  it  was 
least  in  May,  June  and  July  (6368).  It  also  appears  that  more 
than  one  third  (11,874)  died  before  the  age  of  ten  years. 

Deaths  from  Consumption. 
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From   this  it  appears  that  more  than  one  fifth  of  all  the 
deaths  (28,615)  are  marked  "consumption,"  or  if  we  reject 
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all  except  those  which  occurred  between  the  ages  of  10  and  50 
(5  to  3),  which  is  perhaps  about  the  actual  number  of  those 
who  have  died  of  tubercular  phthisis,  we  still  have  about  one 
ninth  from  consumption.  The  difference  between  the  number 
of  males  and  females  is  worthy  of  note,  the  latter  exceeding 
the  former  by  one  third. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  mild  months 
of  May  and  September,  and  the  smallest  in  the  cold  months  of 
November  and  January;  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the 
case  not  only  for  the  aggregate  of  years,  but  also  for  each 
individual  year.  This  is  a  fact  at  variance  with  common 
opinion. 

In  some  of  the  classes  of  diseases  the  deaths  are  about 
equally  distributed  among  the  months ;  but  in  others  they  pre- 
vail at  certain  seasons,  as  the  following  table  will  show. 
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Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  constitute  more  than 
one  fourth  of  the  whole,  and  prove  fatal  most  in  March  (722), 
and  least  in  August  (493).  The  three  most  fatal  successive 
months  were  February,  March  and  April  (2004)  ;  the  three 
least,  June,  July  and  August  (1525). 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  constitute  less  than  one 
eighteenth  of  the  whole,  and  prove  most  fatal  in  August  (239), 
and  least  in  December  (75).  In  successive  months  most  deaths 
occur  in  August,  September  and  October  (600),  and  the  fewest 
in  November,  December  and  January  (236). 

Epidemic  and  Contagions  diseases  constitute  more  than  one 
fifth.   They  are  most  fatal  in  September  (3051),  and  least  so  in 
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June  (2021)  ;  or  in  three  months  we  have  most  in  August, 
September  and  October  (2013),  and  the  fewest  in  April,  May 
and  June  (990). 

Among  so  many  numerical  statements  and  calculations,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  some  errors  have  escaped  notice.  I  have 
observed  a  very  few  since  some  of  the  sheets  passed  through  the 
press,  but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  it  worth  while 
to  call  attention  to  them. 

I  have  in  several  instances  derived  important  benefit  from 
suggestions  in  the  communications  of  the  town  clerks,  many 
of  which  are  extremely  judicious  and  valuable.  I  see  im- 
provements which  might  be  made  in  respect  to  the  arrange- 
ment and  contents  of  the  tables.  The  whole  subject  is  still 
matter  of  experiment  with  us,  and  I  had  given  it  no  particular 
attention  till  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  do  so.  in  order  to 
the  execution  of  my  duty  under  the  law.  Whatever  deficien- 
cies may  be  observed,  I  have  admitted  nothing,  on  which  a 
question  could  arise,  without  seeking  advice  in  the  best  quar- 
ters, or  being  sustained  by  the  practice  of  the  most  approved 
foreign  tables.  In  another  trial,  I  should  hope  to  satisfy  my- 
self better. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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4. — Pkoportion  of  Deaths  'per  cent,  at  different  periods  of  life, 
accordlmy  to  the  three  Returns. 


Sex  and  Agk. 


Males, 

Females, 
Not  stated, 

Total, 


Under  1  year, 

1  and  under  2, 
Under  2, 

2  and  under  5, 
Under  5, 

5  and  under  10, 

Under  10, 
10  and  under  20, 

Under  20, 
20  and  under  30, 

Under  30, 
30  and  under  40, 

Under  40, 
40  and  under  50, 

Under  50, 
50  and  under  60, 

Under  60, 
60  and  under  70, 

Under  70, 
70  and  under  80, 

Under  80, 
80  and  under  90, 

Under  90, 
90  and  under  100, 

Under  100, 
100  and  over, 


Stated, 
Not  stated, 

Total, 


1842. 


4311 

4576 

657 


9544 


1359 
737 

851 

420 

578 

1052 

763 

Q7Q 

561 

623 

715 

525 

143 

5 


9008 
•I  536 


Proportion  per 
cent. 


1843. 


45.17 

47.95 
6.86 


100.00 


15.08 

8.18 

9.45 
4.66 
6.42 
11.68 
8.47 
7.50 
6.23 
6.92 
7.94 
5.83 
1.59 
.05 


>93.12 

*  6.88 


Proportion  per 
cent. 


47711 
53111 

602: 


49.711  Y^-^^ 
5.631     5.63 


1844. 


Proportion  per 
cent. 


3712 
4173 

502 


100.00  10,684  100.00  100.00  8387 


44.26'  } 

49.76  \ 


•94.02 
5.98  '   5.98 


100.00  100.00 


15.08 
23.26 
32.71 
37.37 
43,79 
55.47 
63.94 
71.44 
77.67 
84.59 
92.53 
98.36 
99.95 


100.00, 100.00 


1762; 
773 

932 

563 

599 
1153 

876 
683 
588 
682 
848 
572 
132 


:9544 


10,170 
514 


10,684 


17.33 

7.60 

9.16 
5.53 

5.89 
11.34 
8.61 
6.72 
5.78 
6.71 
8.34 
5.62 
1.30 
.07 


17.33 
24.93 
34.09 
39.62 
45.51 
56.85 
65.46 
72.18 
77.96 
84.67 
93.01 
98.63 
99.93 


100.00 


100.00 


1313 
551 

566 

334 

536 

858 

671 

485 

437 

602 

751 

578 

137 

4 


16.78 
7.04 

7.24 

4.27 

6.85 
10.97 
8.57 
6.20 
5.59 
7.70 
9.60 
7.39 
1.75 
.05 


7823 
564 


100.00 


16.78 
23.82 
31.06 
35.33 
42.18 
53.15 
61.72 
67.92 
73.51 
81.21 
90.81 
98.20 
99.95 


8387 


100.00 


The  Approximate  Aggregate  of  9008  Ages,  including  179  stillborn,  in  1842,  was 
293,398i  years,  and  the  Aggregate  Average  Age,  32.57  years. 

Do.  of  10,170  Ages,  including  226  stillborn,  in  1843,  j!^10,895  years,  and  the  Ag- 
Sfregate  Average  Age,  30.56  years. 

Do.  of  7S23  Ages,  including  49  stillborn,  in  1844,  262,299^  years,  and  the  Ag- 
gregate Average  Age,  33.80  years. 

Total  of  27,001  Ages  for  the  three  years,  including  454  stillborn,  867,093  years, 
giving  the  Average  Age  of  32.11  years. 
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5. — Comparative  View  of  the  Approximate  Ages  in  different 

Countries. 


Aggregate  for  3  yrs. 

The  Proportion  to  1, 

000,000  Deaths, 

WAS 

IN 

IN 

IN   ' 

PHE 

Sex  and  Age. 

J3 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ENGLAND 

PRUSS'N 

STATES 

a 

From  1842  to  1844. 

1 

From  1838  to  1841. 

From  1820  to  1834. 

Males, 

12,794 

447,108 

I  938459 

508,483 

. 

515,785 

. 

Females, 

14,060 

491,351 

491,517 

• 

484,215 

. 

Not  stated,     • 

1,761 

j      61,541 

61,541 

• 

' 

• 

Total, 

28,615 

1,000,000 

1,000,0004,000,000 

! 

• 

1,000,000 

Stillborn, 

454 

16,814 

. 

* 

47,106 

. 

In  the  1st  yr. 

3,980 

147,402 

• 

216,112 

• 

237,635 

• 

Under  1  year. 

4,434 

• 

164,216 

216,112 

• 

284,741 

1  &  under  2, 

2,061 

76,331 

• 

82,281 

• 

• 

Under  2, 

• 

• 

240,547 

. 

298,393 

• 

• 

2  &  under  5, 

2,349 

86,997 

• 

98,431 

• 

160,132 

• 

Under  5, 

• 

: 

327,544 

• 

396,824 

• 

444,873 

5  &  under  10, 

1,317 

48,776 

• 

50,754 

49,915 

• 

Under  10, 

• 

i 

376,320 

• 

447,578 

• 

494,788 

10  founder 20, 

1,713 

I     63,442 

. 

61,795 

42,760 

. 

Under  20, 

• 

. 

439,762 

• 

509,373 

• 

537,548 

20  &  undergo, 

3,063 

;    113,440 

• 

77,692 

52,364 

• 

Under  30, 

1 

553,202 

• 

587,065 

• 

589,912 

30  founder 40, 

2,310 

i     85,553 

, 

66,292 

53,842 

Under  40, 

i 

638,755 

* 

653,357 

• 

643,754 

40  founder  50. 

1.844 

1     68,294 

61,496 

• 

62,886 

Under  50, 

• 

i 

707,049 

• 

714,853 

• 

706,640 

50  founder  60, 

L586 

1     58,739 

61,838 

77,627 

• 

Under  60, 

• 

! 

765,788 

• 

776,691 

• 

784,2C7 

60  fo  under  70, 

1,907 

i     70,624 

• 

79,793 

. 

97,415 

• 

Under  70, 

' 

836,412 

• 

856,484 

• 

881,682 

70  fo  under  80, 

2,314 

85,701 

• 

84,771 

80,276 

• 

Under  80, 

• 

i 

922,113 

. 

941,255 

• 

961,958 

80  founder 90, 

1,675 

:     62,035 

• 

49,957 

• 

33,172 

. 

Under  90, 

• 

! 

984,148 

• 

991,212 

• 

995,130 

90  found.  100. 

412 

15,259 

• 

8,465 

4,870 

• 

Under  100, 

1 
1 

999,407 

• 

999,677 

• 

• 

100  and  over, 

16 

1          593 

• 

323 

• 

• 

* 

Stated, 

27,001 

|1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

Not  stated, 

1,614 

. 

' 

• 

• 

Total, 

28,615 

. 

• 

• 

' 

• 

In  England  the  Stillborn  are  excluded  ;  and  in  the  Prussian  States,  the  number 
against  "90  and  under  100,"  includes  those  "who  died  after  com- 
pleting THE  90th  YEAR."  The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  England 
in  the  4  years  was  1,372,686,  of  whom  697,988  were  males,  and  674,698 
females;  and  the  comparison  in  the  above  Table  embraces  only  1,369,787, 
the  age  of  2899  not  being  stated.  The  number  of  Deaths  in  the  15  years 
in  the  Prussian  States  was  5,457,209,  including  257,068  "  born  dead,"  of 
whom  2,814,742  were  males  and  2,642,467  females. 
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Members  of  Professions, 
Capitalists  and  Merchants, 
Agriculturists,  • 
Public  Oflicers, 
Employed   in   Arts  and 

Trades, 
Laborers, 
Seafaring, 
Paupers, 

Total, 
Females, 

o 
Eh 
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3.    (1.)    Number  and  Approximate  Ages  by  Classes. 


OCCUPATIONS. 

o 

1 

1^ 

11 

n 

3 

8^ 

c 

1 

Clergymen,  Preachers,     - 

Lawyers,  -             -            -             . 

Physicians, 

Professors,  Tutors, 

Scholars,  Students, 

Teachers,             -            -            _ 

G 
2 

1 
1 
4 
1 

7 
8 

4 
2 
4 

1 
1 

5 
3 

7 
1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
1 

4 
3 

2 

1 
1 

5 

1 

- 

18 
7 

27 
2 

14 

14 

Total, 

Booksellers,         -            -            - 
Gentlemen, 
Manufacturers,     - 
Merchants,   Dry  Goods  Dealers, } 
Grocers,  Storekeepers,  Traders,  ^ 
Pedlers,    -            -            -            - 

8 

22 

1 

1 

13 

2 

12 

2 
11 

16 

1 

7 

3 

1 
3 

4 

2 
11 

9 

5 
11 

7 

5 
3 

1 

82 

2 
12 

4 

59 
2 

Total, 

Agriculturists,  Farmers,  Yeomen, 
Gardeners,            .            _            - 

18 

17 

40 

13 
43 

8 
55 

4 

73 

1 

13 

97 

16 

169 
1 

8 
142 

23 

1 

1 

79 

661 
2 

Total,            -            -            - 

Clerks,  Bank  Messengers, 
Depot-Master,      -            -            - 
Inspector,              _             .             _ 
Postmasters,          -             _             . 
Soldier,    -             -            .             . 
Surveyor  of  Lumber, 
Toll-gatherer, 
Warden  of  the  State  Prison, 

18 

3 

40 

7 

43 

55 

1 
2 

1 
1 

74 
1 

97 

170 

1 
1 
1 

142 

23 

663 

11 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Total, 

Anchorsmith,       .            -            . 
Bakers,     -             -             -             - 
Barbers,    -            -            -             - 
Basket-maker,      -             -             . 
Blacksmiths,         -            -            - 

Boot  and  Shoe-makers  and  Shoe-  r 
dealers,              '            '             N 

Brick-layers,  Masons,  Stone-lay-  ? 

ers,  Stone-masons,         -        '    ^ 
Butchers,               ... 
Cabinet-makers,   -            -            . 
Card-makers,         -             -             - 
Carpenters,    House   Carpenters,  ? 

Housewrights,  Joiners,               ^ 
Caulker  and  Graver, 
Chair-maker,        -            -             _ 
Cigar-makers,  TobacconiRt^, 

3 

1 

8 

1 
2 

1 

7 

1 

32 

2 

2 
1 

12 

1 
3 

7 
25 

4 

1 
3 

10 

5 

3 

1 
15 

1 

13 
2 

1 

1 

3 

9 

2 
1 

1 
13 

1 
1 
6 

12 

4 
4 

11 

1 

1 

3 

1 
1 
2 

6 

6 

1 

" 
11 

- 

3 

1 
3 

1 
2 

19 

1 
6 
4 
1 
30 

110 

14 

5 

11 

1 

76 

1 
3 
4 

NUMBER  AND  APPROXIMATE  AGES. 
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CLASSES— Co7itimied. 


OCCUPATIONS. 

1^' 

c 

5   . 

1? 

a 

o    . 

1^ 

Is 

^ 

-o  J« 

«  ir. 

<^  ^. 

CO    u 

a  u. 

C3    »- 

ce  u 

rt  ^ 

o 

H 

5- 

8- 

5-= 

8^ 

§-- 

g- 

S' 

§« 

1 

Clock-maker,        -            .            . 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

1 

Clothiers, 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

Comb-makers,      -            .            . 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

. 

3 

Coopers,                .            _            _ 

- 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

2 

- 

_ 

14 

(.'urriers, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

" 

4 

Furnace  men.  Forge  men, 

. 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

Gass-preparer,      -             -             - 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Goldsmiths,  Jewellers,  Silversmiths, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

_ 

3 

Grave-digger,       -            -            - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Gunsmiths, 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

. 

" 

1 

Hatters,    -             -             .             . 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

. 

5 

Innkeepers,  Innholders,    - 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

6 

Last-makers, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

6 

1 

Machinists,            -             -             . 

_ 

4 

1 

. 

_ 

Manufacturer  of  Knives, 

_ 

1 

_ 

Mast-makers,        -             .             . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

.    1         1 

Mechanics, 

_ 

1 

8 

2 

3 

1 

_ 

16 

Millers,    -            -            -            . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

Millwright, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Nailers,    -             -             -             . 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 
1 

Oil-manufacturer, 

■ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Painters,                -             .             _ 

2 

3 

5 

4 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

21 

Paper-makers,       -             -             - 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

A 

Printers, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

4 

Pump-makers, 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Razor  strap-maker. 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 
2 
2 
2 
10 

Rope-makers,       _            .            _ 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Saddlers  and  Harness-makers, 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Sail-makers,          -             -             _ 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Salt-manufacturers, 

, 

1 

1 

Ship  Carpenters,  Shipwrights, 

_ 

_ 

2 

. 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Stablers,  Hostlers, 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

Stone-cutters,       ... 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Tailors,    -             -             -             _ 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Tallow  Chandlers, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

8 
1 

Tanners,  Leather  Dressers, 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Telescope-maker, 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

Tin-men,               ... 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

10 

Victuallers,           -            -            - 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Wagon-maker,     -             -             - 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Wheelwrights,      -             .             . 

- 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

Wood-turner,        -             -             _ 

_ 

_ 

1 

" 

1 
1 

Wool-dyers,          -            -            _ 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total, 

19 

91 

92 

56 

46 

71 

46 

21 

3 

- 

445 

Domestics,  Servants,  Waiters, 

3 

2 

_ 

4 

2 

4 

4 

1 

90 

Laborers,               _             _             _ 

4 

23 

25 

24 

21 

30 

17 

13 

1 

_ 

158 

Operatives  in  factories,   Cotton- ) 
weavers,  Mule-spinners,            ^ 

2 

^ 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

" 

9 

Teamsters,            _            _            _ 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Total, 

31 

26 

30 

22 

33 

21 

17 

2 

- 

191 

Fish-dealers,        -            -            . 

1 
2 

1 

13 

3 

Fishermen,           -            -            . 

1 

6 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

~ 

Freighters, 

- 

2 

1 

■ 

- 

- 

- 
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CLASSES— Contimied. 


OCCUPATIONS. 

11 

id 

1.^ 

It 

P 

Is 

1' 

P 

Mariners,  Sailors,  Seamen, 
Midshipmen, 

Pilots,     .              .              .              • 
Ship-masters,     Master-mariners,  ? 
Master-seamen,            •              ^ 
Shore-men, 

13 

1 

32 

37 

20 
4 

11 

1 

10 

1 
1 

2 

1 
6 
2 

3 

* 

. 

128 

1 
1 

11 

4 

Total, 

Paupers — in    Poor-houses     and  ? 

Alms-houses,     •              •            ^ 
Insane,    Lunatic,    Non    compos  ? 

mentis,  Deaf  and  Dumb,           ^ 

15 

38 

39 

1 

1 

26 

2 
1 

14 
3 

15 

4 

12 

7 
2 

3 
12 

2 

• 

162 

31 
4 

Total, 

Dress-makers, 

Milliners, 

Nurse,    * 

Shoe-binders, 

Straw-binders, 

Tailoresses, 

Washer-woman, 

1 

2 

2 

1 
3 

2 

«. 

J 

I 
] 

L 

4 
1 

] 

) 

1 

) 

L 

( 

I 

• 

35 

3 
3 

1 
2 
2 

7 

1 

Total, 

1 

8 

4 

11    1  1    2i     ll    1  !     . 

•  ;  19 

(2.)  Recapitulation  of  Approxifnaie  Ages,  by  Classes. 


Members  of  Professions, 

8 

22 

12 

16 

3 

4 

9 

7 

1 

, 

82 

Capitalists  and  Merchants, 

* 

17 

13 

8 

4 

13 

16 

8 

. 

• 

79 

Agriculturists,     * 

18 

40 

43 

55 

74 

97 

170 

142 

23 

1 

663 

Public  Officers,  • 

3 

7 

. 

5 

1 

• 

3 

• 

• 

• 

19 

Employed  in  Arts  and  Trades,     • 

19 

91 

92 

56 

46 

71 

46 

21 

3 

• 

445 

Laborers, 

9 

3  J 

26 

30 

22 

33 

21 

17 

2 

• 

191 

Sea-faring-, 

15 

38 

39 

26 

14 

15 

12 

3 

• 

• 

162 

Paupers, 

• 

• 

2 

3 

3 

4 

9 

12 

2 

• 

35 

Total, 

72 

246 

227 

199 

167 

237 

286 

210 

31 

1 

1676 

Females, 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

• 

19 

Total, 

73 

254 

231 

200 

168 

239 

287 

211 

31 

1 

1695 

NUMBER  AND  APPROXIMATE  AGES. 
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Hi^BX. 
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S3 

U 
H 

D 

O 

Suffolk, 

Esdex,             ! 

Middlesex, 

Worcester, 

Hampshire, 

Hampden, 

Franklin, 

Berkshire, 

Norfolk, 

Bristol, 

Plymouth, 

Barnstable, 

Dukes, 

Nantucket, 

3 
^ 

^8 
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Table  VI. — Nosological  Tables, 

1. — DISEASES  Nosologlcally  arranged  by  Counties. 


Diseases  of  the 
Brain  and  Ner- 
vous System. 

m 

Q 
Q 

pi 

tn 
M 
U 

O 

1 

£ 

O 

g 

1    ^ 

i 

H 
m 

m 

a 
o 

1 

i 

< 

< 

^ 

la 

i 

o 

Disease  of 

Inflam'n  of 

Dropsy  in 

Apoplexy, 

Epilepsy, 

Lethargy, 

Palsy, 

Insanity, 

Fits, 

Lockjaw, 

Neuralgia, 

Nervous  A 

Spinal  Dis6 

Spina  bifid 

Chorea, 

the  Brain, 
the  Brain, 
the  Head, 

[fection,- 
jase,       • 
1, 

1 
5 

I 

7 
21 
25 

1 

2 
21 

4 

• 
1 

11 

24 

43 

14 

5 

I 

14 
2 

28 
1 
2 

1 
1 

14 
17 
31 

18 
3 

34 
3 

18 

1 
1 

6 

1 

5 

1    2 

1     ^ 
11 

j  : 
j 

4 
2 
3 
2 

2 

6 

1 
2 

5 
2 

8 
3 
2 

5 

3 

1 
1 

1 

2 
3 
2 
2 

11 

4 

7 

* 
• 

• 

1 
1 
1 
2 

5 
5 

• 

1 

3 
4 
3 

8 

7 

j  ; 
1 

9 
3 
3 
1 

5 

8 

1 

2 

3 
5 

49 

93 

134 

83 

15 

2 

111 

10 

130 

3 

5 

1 

16 

3 

3 

Totals, 

Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory 

Organs. 

Asthma,     • 

Asphyxia,  • 

Quinsy, 

Croup, 

Bronchitis, 

Inflammation  of  the 

Lungs,   • 
Inflammation  of  the 

Larynx, 
Pleurisy,    • 
Dropsy  of  the  Chest, 
Consumption, 

8 

! 

3 

i 

1 

19 

125 

2 

1 

24 

6 

73 

2 
2 

294 

147   147 

:    : 

20     27 

80  ;  53 

•  i     2 
5  !     2 

5  1     4 
375  ;287 

33 

1 

1 
7 

17 

4 

97 

22 

• 
7 

10 

1 
47 

31 

\ 

19 

4 

C3 

31 

1 

• 

16 

2 
1 

60 

32 

12 

18 

1 

1 

114 

15 

3 
3 

19 
83 

27 

3 
2 

13 

1 
94 

29 

1 
11 

17 

3 

2 

81 

11 

2 
2 

1 

39 
44 

1 

1 

2! 

658 

1 

1 

4 

5 

3 

12:3 

15 

340 

2 

26 

17 

1653 

Totals, 

Diseases  of  the 
Urinary  and   Gen- 
ital Organs. 

Disease  of  the  Kid- 
neys,     • 

Disease  of  the  Blad- 
der,         • 

Diabetes,   • 

Gravel, 

Strangury, 

Chlorosis,  * 

Childbed,   • 

Uterine  Disease,    • 

25 

* 

404 

489 

2 

2 
3 

6 

377 

2 
9 

127 
2 

; 

2 

1 

6, 

] 
] 

5 
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1 
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3 

2 

84 
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2 
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1 

11 

5 

I 

I 
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5 
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8 
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J 

10 

5| 
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DISEASES  Nosologically  arranged  hy 

Counties —  Continued. 

Diseases  of  thi 
Organs  of  Dige 

TION. 
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le 
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1 

21 

26 

15 

11 

2 

2 

5 

3 

5 

5 

2 

98 

Throat, 

• 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 

• 

1 
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• 

4 

3 

2 

2 

• 

• 

. 

1 

3 

• 

16 

Liver, 

• 

. 

1 

2 

• 

• 

• 

. 

1 

• 

4 

Peritoneum, 

• 

1 

1 

2 

• 

• 

• 

1 

• 

• 

6 

Bowel  Complaint, 

2 

31 

42 

20 

2 

• 

4 

13 

5 

18 

3 

• 

141 

Colic, 

•  1     • 

1 

4 

4 

4 

• 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

15 
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1 

2 

5 

. 

• 

1 

3 

3 

2 

• 

18 

Hernia, 

• 

3 

5 
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• 

• 

4 

2 

• 

• 

19 
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2 

12 

5 

1 

• 

2 

1 

9 

1 

36 
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. 
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• 

1 

22 
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• 
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• 
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• 

• 
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4 
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• 
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2 
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• 

• 
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7 
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1 
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6 
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• 

5 
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• 
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27 

Totals, 

6 
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23 
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9 

19 

18 

35 
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• 
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4 
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• 
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1 

. 
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. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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2 
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• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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5 

29 

20 

16 

6 

4 

3 

7 

6 

2 

4 
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• 
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• 

• 

1 

• 
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3 
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1 
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• 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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23 
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8 
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38 

2 

5 

4 

1 
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• 

2 
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26 
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. 
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. 

• 

. 
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. 

• 

• 

. 

. 

Small  Pox, 

• 

7 

1 

. 

1 

• 

• 

1 

• 

1 

• 

11 

Scarlet  Fever, 

•       2 

41 

30 

69 

42 

23 

28 

16 

16 

13 

27 

12 

11 
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2 

4 

14 

2 

2 

• 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

• 

34 
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12 

16 

8 

3 

• 

3 

5 
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12 

• 
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3 

5 

5 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

• 

4 

33 

Dysentery, 

. 

9 

32 

27 

• 

5 

12 

8 

16 

4 

2 
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. 

. 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2 

• 

2 
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1 

8 

10 

3 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

3 

• 

• 

29 
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3 

7 

28 

24 

1 

1 

• 

1 

9 

4 

6 

3 

3 

90 

Influenza,  • 

. 

9 

10 
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3 

1 

1 

17 

1 

4 

8 

• 

1 
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4 

40 

82 

53 

27 
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9 

18 

21 

6 

13 

11 

9 
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• 

5 

6 

2 
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• 

1 

. 

2 

4 

10 
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33 
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1 

2 

• 

4 

2 

. 

4 

2 

1 
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3 

20 
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1 

28 

64 

92 

13 

19 

22 

6 

25 

16 

34 

9 

4 
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• 

12 

14 

25 

6 
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2 

11 

1 

6 
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• 
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Totals, 

Uo 

189 

312 

326  1 

107 

70 

75 
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DISEASES  Nosologically 

arrans^ed  by 

Counties —  Continued. 
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6 
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2 
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1 

2 

1 
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5 

1 

2 

•■ 
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•■ 

1 

. 

" 

• 

9 
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] 
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31 

27 

12 

3 

10 

3 

6 

5 

8 

3 

4 
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Debility,     • 

7 

8 

6 

2 

•  1 

• 

• 

2 

25 
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10 

15 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

48 
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13 

17 

3 

6 

3 

4 

5 
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95 
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1 
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• 
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1 
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2 

1 
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7 
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8 
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3 
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3 

5 
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14 
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2 
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4 
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1 
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87 
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3 
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• 

2 
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88 

Burns  and  Scalds,  • 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 
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1 

1 

Poisoned,    • 
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4 

1 

6 
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2 

5 

14 

2 

3 

2 
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• 

1 
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• 

• 

1 
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• 

• 

2 

Leprosy,     • 

• 

• 

I 

Cachexia,    • 

• 

2 

• 

2 

Infantile,     • 
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118 
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23 

24 

27 

26 

56 

51 

70 

53 

17 
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•      15 

25 
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• 

2 

2 

• 

3 

1 

49 

Sudden, 
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4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

• 

1 

3 

27 

Intemperance, 
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15 

9 

2 

3 

I 

3 

• 

• 

. 
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I     78 

85 

118 

36 

34 

19 

56 

70 

33 

56 

34 

12 
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li 

)   126 

99 

108 

95 
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123 

32 

87 
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135 

53 

9 
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Totals, 

2 

I    469 

479 

505 

202 
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206 

134 

252 

289 

304 

174 

53 
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2 

O 

CO 

Pi 

?1 

1^ 

^ 

ffi 

ffi 

^ 

o 

s 

Ph 

-< 

^ 

Brain  and  Nerves,  • 

8 
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33 

22 

31 

31 

32 

15 

27 

29 

11 

658 

Respiratory  Organs, 

25 

404 

489 

377 

127 

05 

89 

84 

146 

108 

115 

115 

44 

2188 

Urinary  and  Genital 

Organs,  • 

• 

« 

13 

11 

5 

''^ 

10 

5 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

67 

Digestive  Organs,  • 

6 

74 

1J2 

77 

23 

5 

13 

9 

19 

18 

35 

25 

4 

420 

Circulatory  Organs, 

8 

38 

26 

26 

11 

5 

- 

8 

9 

4 

7 

8 

3 
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Endemic,   Epidemic 

and  Contagious,  • 

20 

189 

312 

326 

107 

70 

75 

89 

96 

79 

116 

58 

391576 

Uncertain  Seat, 

21 
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479 

505 

202 

?96 

206 

134 

252 

289 

304 

174 

533314 

Grand  Total,    • 
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1578 
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557 
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411 
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